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​Five​ ​beaches​ ​became​ ​bloody​ ​battlefields,​ ​and​ ​that​ ​became​ ​the​ ​turning​ ​point​ ​of​​World​
​War​ ​II.​​It​​was​​D-Day,​​June​​6,​​1944​​when​​the​​allied​​forces​​invaded​​those​​beaches​​on​​the​
​coast​​of​​France​​and​​began​​to​​move​​against​​and​​tore​​Germany.​​Of​​course​​Nazi​​stronghold​
​after​ ​Nazi​ ​stronghold​​fell​​to​​those​​advancing​​allied​​troops,​​but​​the​​war​​still​​dragged​​on.​
​Finally,​​the​​allies​​smashed​​into​​Berlin;​​the​​war​​still​​was​​on.​​Eventually,​​it​​came​​down​​to​​a​
​few​ ​blocks​ ​around​ ​Hitler’s​ ​bunker,​ ​and​ ​finally​ ​only​ ​after​ ​Hitler’s​ ​death,​ ​the​ ​surrender​
​came.​ ​Then​ ​the​ ​war​ ​was​ ​over.​ ​There​ ​had​​been​​a​​lot​​of​​victories​​along​​the​​way,​​but​​the​
​war wasn’t over until the last stronghold surrendered.​

​I’m​ ​Ron​ ​Hutchcraft​ ​and​ ​I​ ​want​​to​​have​​A​​WORD​​WITH​​YOU​​today​​about​​“The​​Last​
​Stronghold.”​

​Our​​word​​for​​today​​from​​the​​Word​​of​​God​​comes​​right​​out​​of​​the​​life​​of​​Abraham.​​He​​has​
​walked​ ​with​​God​​many​​years​​at​​the​​time​​this​​happens.​​And​​now​​in​​Genesis​​chapter​​22,​
​the​ ​ultimate​ ​test​ ​of​ ​his​ ​faith.​ ​“Some​ ​time​ ​later,​ ​God​ ​tested​ ​Abraham,​ ​He​ ​said​ ​to​ ​him,​
​‘Abraham!’​ ​‘Here​ ​I​ ​am,’​ ​he​​replied.​​Then​​God​​said,​​‘Take​​your​​son,​​your​​only​​son,​​Isaac,​
​whom​ ​you​ ​love,​ ​and​​go​​to​​the​​region​​of​​Moriah.​​Sacrifice​​him​​there​​as​​a​​burnt​​offering​
​on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”​

​Man!​ ​Imagine​ ​this!​ ​This​ ​is​ ​the​ ​son​ ​God​ ​promised;​ ​this​ ​makes​ ​no​ ​sense.​ ​And​ ​yet,​
​Abraham,​​with​​the​​son​​he​​deeply​​loves,​​marches​​up​​Mount​​Moriah​​with​​the​​knife​​in​​his​
​hand,​ ​with​ ​the​ ​wood​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sacrifice​ ​altar.​ ​In​ ​fact​ ​it​ ​says,​ ​“Early​ ​the​ ​next​ ​morning​
​Abraham​​got​​up,​​saddled​​his​​donkey,​​and​​took​​with​​him​​his​​son,​​Isaac.”​​Now,​​as​​I​​pointed​
​out,​ ​when​ ​this​ ​happens,​ ​Abraham​ ​has​ ​walked​ ​with​​God​​many​​years.​​He’s​​sacrificed​​his​
​security​​back​​in​​his​​homeland.​​He’s​​taken​​many​​risks​​for​​the​​Lord.​​He’s​​fought​​battles​​for​
​the​​Lord.​​He’s​​believed​​God​​over​​and​​over​​again.​​And​​now​​God​​takes​​him​​to​​the​​edge​​of​
​faith​ ​and​ ​asks​ ​him​ ​to​ ​surrender​ ​the​ ​dearest​ ​treasure​ ​he’s​ ​got​ ​–​ ​Isaac​ ​-​ ​the​ ​last​
​stronghold.​

​Here​ ​is​ ​Abraham​ ​with​ ​his​ ​love​​for​​God​​on​​one​​hand​​and​​his​​love​​for​​something​​earthly​
​on​ ​the​ ​other​ ​hand,​ ​and​ ​he​ ​must​ ​choose.​ ​Do​ ​you​ ​see​ ​what​ ​he​ ​does?​ ​He’s​ ​up​​early​​the​
​next​​morning.​​I​​would​​at​​least​​slept​​till​​noon.​​But​​he’s​​up​​early​​the​​next​​morning;​​instant,​
​immediate response, obedience.​

​Look,​​you’ve​​walked​​awhile​​with​​the​​Lord,​​and​​maybe​​you’ve​​fought​​battles​​for​​him​​and​
​you’ve​ ​sacrificed​ ​some​ ​security​ ​for​ ​Him,​ ​you’ve​​taken​​some​​risks,​​you’ve​​believed​​Him.​
​But​​now​​the​​Lord​​is​​coming​​to​​you​​to​​ask​​you​​to​​surrender​​your​​Isaac;​​to​​do​​whatever​​He​



​chooses​​to​​do​​with​​it.​​God​​supplied​​a​​ram​​in​​the​​thicket​​for​​Abraham,​​and​​it​​did​​not​​cost​
​him his son. But Abraham didn’t know that when he made this walk.​

​What’s​​your​​Isaac?​​A​​lifetime​​ambition,​​a​​dream​​of​​being​​married,​​your​​career,​​a​​position​
​you​​really​​want,​​some​​material​​expectations,​​maybe​​a​​child​​that’s​​become​​too​​important​
​to​​you,​​your​​ministry.​​God​​is​​looking​​for​​you​​to​​take​​back​​that​​contract​​you’ve​​asked​​Him​
​to​ ​sign.​ ​At​ ​the​ ​bottom,​​you​​know,​​you’ve​​got​​the​​things​​the​​way​​you​​want​​them​​and​​at​
​the​​bottom​​you​​want​​it​​signed​​GOD.​​No.​​He​​wants​​a​​blank​​piece​​of​​paper​​that​​you​​have​
​signed.​​He’ll​​write​​on​​it.​​Are​​you​​going​​to​​obey​​Him?​​He’ll​​never​​do​​you​​wrong.​​He​​died​
​for you. It’s a crisis in Lordship.​

​Today​​He’s​​asking​​you​​to​​lower​​that​​flag​​that​​says​​“Mine”​​on​​the​​last​​stronghold​​and​​raise​
​the​ ​flag​ ​that​​finally​​says​​“His”,​​because​​if​​He​​can​​have​​this,​​He​​can​​have​​anything.​​Once​
​you​ ​release​ ​to​ ​God​​what​​or​​who​​you​​love​​the​​most,​​God​​will​​release​​to​​you​​power​​and​
​peace like you have never known before.​
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