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There’s something invigorating about being the first one out and around in the morning;
you sort of feel like the conqueror of your environment. Like when you’re the first one
out exercising in those first hours of the new day. | had that feeling one morning as |
went out for my fitness walk.

| really like to walk when I’'m away from home, too. And | was in a setting where right
behind me there was this really scenic 18-hole golf course. I’'m not a golfer, but | am a
walker. There was a beautiful path around there, so | struck out on my early morning
walk, and the mist was there, and the dew was all over the golf course. And | said, “You
know what? | am the first one to conquer this golf course today. There’ll be a lot of
people out here later, but | have beaten all the golfers.” | felt like the world was all mine,
or so | thought. Then | got to one hole and | saw a carpet of dew covering the green, and
footprints all across the green. Someone had walked there before me.

I’m Ron Hutchcraft and | want to have A WORD WITH YOU today about “Someone
Else Has Walked There First.”

Our word for today from the Word of God is from John chapter 10, verse 4. Jesus
beautifully, intimately describes His relationship with us here as being like that of a
shepherd with His sheep: Him shepherd, me sheep. John 10:4 says this, “When he has
brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them and the sheep follow Him.”

| discovered this verse many years ago, just before we moved from all of the “knowns”
that we had in Chicago, to all of the unknowns of northern New Jersey and New York
City. We moved there to begin a youth ministry. We had no supporters, we had no place
to live, we had no office, we had no staff. We knew nothing. We just claimed this verse,
“...when He brings out His sheep, He will always go ahead of them.” We got there and
we found out that God had picked out an apartment, He picked out friends, He had
picked out a church, He had picked out an office for us, He picked out supporters; people
who could open doors that we needed opened, and that’s what God does for all His kids.

Everywhere Jesus will lead you to walk, He promises to walk there first; He goes ahead
of you. That’s how a shepherd operates. Wherever he’s going to take his sheep, he goes
ahead of them to see if there’s enough pasture for them to be fed, if there are any
wolves there that he needs to take care of, and where the cliffs are that they might walk
over. He makes sure that He checks it out before they get there. He prepares it for them.
That’s just the kind of Shepherd He is.



Think of the fear that takes out of the future; the uncertainty. Like the old song says, “I
know not what the future holds, but | know Who holds the future.” Right now maybe
you’re looking ahead at the next few weeks, maybe months and you’re anxious about it.
Honestly, there’s a whole lot of question marks; there’s a lot of unknown out there.

Well, there is one known in the midst of your unknowns. Guess what? That one known
covers all the unknowns. Jesus will always be your “go ahead” Shepherd. He always does
that with His sheep. He has promised that He would, and He always keeps His promises.

In fact, today He knows your situation, and | think He brought us together and brought
this verse to my heart for you, as a personal assurance from Him to you that He is
already stepping ahead of you. There’s nothing to fear on a path that Jesus has walked
before you. It’s the blessed security that only a follower of Jesus Christ can know.

So, wherever He takes you, yours won’t be the first set of footprints you'll find there.
Your Shepherd got there first.
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