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​In​​high​​school​​our​​teenage​​son​​had​​a​​very,​​very​​busy​​life,​​which​​just​​might​​go​​with​​having​
​the​ ​same​ ​last​ ​name​ ​as​ ​I​ ​do.​ ​And​ ​sometimes​ ​I​ ​would​​just​​find​​him​​kind​​of​​collapsed​​on​
​the​ ​couch.​​So,​​he’d​​have​​his​​New​​York​​Giants​​mug,​​and​​his​​school​​books,​​and​​what​​was​
​going​ ​to​ ​be​​on​​TV,​​and​​of​​course​​he​​had​​his​​phone.​​Now,​​don’t​​think​​cell​​phone.​​This​​is​
​like​ ​the​ ​old​ ​fashioned​ ​land​​line​​phone.​​Unfortunately,​​the​​phone​​plugged​​in​​two​​rooms​
​away,​​which​​means​​that​​the​​cord​​was​​stretched​​to​​the​​max​​to​​get​​to​​his​​little​​zone​​with​
​the​​couch,​​and​​I​​could​​tell​​when​​he​​had​​the​​phone​​there,​​because​​I​​kept​​hearing​​people​
​muttering​​all​​through​​the​​house​​after​​they​​tripped​​over​​the​​cord.​​See,​​it​​was​​right​​where​
​all​ ​of​ ​us​ ​had​ ​to​ ​walk​ ​to​ ​get​ ​to​ ​the​ ​living​ ​room​ ​or​​to​​the​​kitchen.​​And​​I’d​​just​​say,​​“Hey,​
​you’ve​​got​​to​​do​​something​​about​​this​​thing​​that​​people​​keep​​tripping​​over!”​​Well,​​so​​do​
​you and I.​

​I’m​ ​Ron​ ​Hutchcraft​ ​and​ ​I​​want​​to​​have​​A​​WORD​​WITH​​YOU​​today​​about​​“How​​We​
​Keep People From Jesus.”​

​Our​​word​​for​​today​​from​​the​​Word​​of​​God​​comes​​from​​Romans​​chapter​​2​​and​​verse​​24.​​It​
​is​​a​​sobering​​indictment​​of​​first​​century​​believers.​​Listen​​to​​these​​words:​​“As​​it​​is​​written,​
​God’s​ ​name​ ​is​ ​blasphemed​ ​among​ ​the​ ​Gentiles​ ​(or​ ​the​ ​unbelievers,​ ​or​​the​​unreached)​
​because​ ​of​ ​you.”​ ​Now,​ ​the​ ​Jewish​ ​believers​ ​that​ ​Paul​ ​was​ ​talking​ ​to​ ​were​ ​the​ ​reached​
​people.​​And​​he​​was​​saying,​​“You​​believers…​​Because​​of​​you,​​the​​unreached​​people​​are​
​blaspheming God.”​

​Then​ ​he​ ​talks​ ​a​ ​little​ ​bit​ ​about​ ​why,​ ​for​​example,​​in​​chapter​​2,​​verse​​21.​​He​​says,​​“You,​
​then,​​who​​teach​​others;​​do​​you​​not​​teach​​yourself?​​You​​who​​preach​​against​​stealing,​​do​
​you​ ​steal?​ ​You​ ​who​ ​say​ ​people​ ​should​ ​not​ ​commit​ ​adultery,​ ​do​ ​you​ ​commit​ ​adultery?​
​You​​who​​abhor​​idols,​​do​​you​​rob​​temples?​​You​​who​​brag​​about​​the​​law,​​do​​you​​dishonor​
​God​​by​​breaking​​the​​law?”​​Then​​he​​says,​​“God’s​​name​​is​​blasphemed​​because​​of​​you.”​​In​
​other​ ​words,​ ​“You’re​ ​not​ ​living​ ​what​ ​you​ ​say​​you​​believe,​​and​​people​​are​​tripping​​over​
​the​ ​contradictions​ ​in​ ​your​ ​life.”​ ​It’s​ ​like​ ​my​ ​son’s​ ​telephone​ ​cord.​ ​People​ ​keep​ ​tripping​
​over it; it’s in the way!​

​You’ve​ ​got​ ​to​ ​ask,​ ​“What​ ​is​ ​there​ ​in​ ​my​ ​life​ ​that​ ​could​ ​be​ ​keeping​ ​someone​ ​from​ ​my​
​Jesus?”​ ​It’s​ ​a​ ​pretty​ ​horrible​ ​thought​ ​to​ ​think​ ​that​ ​someone​ ​might​ ​end​ ​up​​lost​​forever​
​because​ ​I​ ​turned​ ​them​ ​off​ ​to​ ​Jesus​ ​by​ ​my​ ​inconsistency.​ ​You​ ​know,​ ​most​ ​people​ ​who​
​come​ ​to​ ​Christ​ ​do​ ​it​ ​because​ ​of​ ​a​ ​Christian​ ​they​ ​know.​ ​And​ ​most​ ​people​ ​who​ ​refuse​
​Christ do it because of a Christian they know.​



​I​ ​wonder​ ​if​ ​your​ ​temper​ ​is​ ​canceling​ ​out​ ​your​ ​message​ ​about​ ​a​ ​loving​ ​Savior.​ ​Or​ ​the​
​humor​ ​that​ ​you​ ​use.​ ​Is​ ​it​ ​contradicting​ ​the​ ​purity​ ​that​ ​Jesus​ ​stands​ ​for?​ ​Maybe​ ​that​
​sarcasm​​is​​so​​harsh​​that​​it’s​​hard​​to​​reconcile​​with​​the​​compassion​​of​​Jesus.​​Maybe​​your​
​gossip​ ​or​ ​your​ ​backstabbing;​ ​maybe​ ​that’s​ ​tripping​ ​people​ ​up.​ ​Or​ ​the​ ​fact​ ​that​ ​you’re​
​negative most of the time, your laziness at work or school, or a complaining attitude.​

​See,​​a​​Christian​​ought​​to​​be​​the​​best​​employee​​that​​employer​​has,​​so​​they​​bring​​credit​​to​
​the​ ​name​ ​of​ ​Jesus.​ ​You​ ​ought​ ​to​ ​be​ ​the​ ​hardest​ ​working​​student​​in​​that​​class​​whether​
​you​ ​get​ ​the​ ​best​ ​grades​ ​or​ ​not.​ ​You’re​ ​the​ ​advertisement​ ​for​ ​your​ ​Savior,​ ​and​ ​I​ ​know​
​you’d​ ​hate​ ​to​ ​be​ ​a​ ​reason​ ​for​ ​someone​ ​to​ ​reject​ ​Christ​ ​because​ ​you​ ​never​ ​dealt​ ​with​
​your tripper-upper.​

​Actually,​ ​if​ ​you​ ​were​ ​to​ ​let​ ​Jesus​ ​change​ ​that​ ​part​ ​of​ ​you;​ ​that​ ​part​ ​that’s​ ​kind​ ​of​
​out-of-control,​​that’s​​inconsistent,​​that’s​​confusing​​to​​an​​unbeliever,​​it​​might​​just​​create​​a​
​curiosity​ ​in​​folks​​that​​like,​​“Wow!​​What​​happened​​to​​him?​​You’re​​different.”​​That​​might​
​get​ ​them​ ​started​ ​investigating​ ​your​ ​Jesus.​ ​It​ ​might​ ​give​ ​you​ ​the​ ​best​ ​opening​ ​to​ ​share​
​Christ​ ​you’ve​ ​ever​ ​had;​ ​that​ ​simple​ ​change​ ​in​ ​you.​ ​When​ ​they​ ​see​ ​what​ ​happened​ ​to​
​you,​​you​​get​​to​​tell​​them,​​“It​​was​​Jesus.”​​Because​​they​​never​​saw​​you​​be​​like​​this​​before.​
​That’s a powerful testimony!​

​My​ ​son​ ​and​ ​I​ ​had​ ​to​ ​solve​ ​that​ ​cord​ ​problem​ ​before​ ​someone​ ​got​ ​hurt.​ ​He​ ​had​ ​to​ ​do​
​something​​about​​the​​thing​​that​​kept​​tripping​​people​​up.​​Will​​you​​do​​that​​in​​your​​spiritual​
​life?​ ​I​ ​believe​ ​you​ ​can​ ​provide​ ​an​ ​uncluttered​ ​path​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Jesus​ ​who​ ​your​ ​friends​ ​so​
​desperately need if you’ll get rid of that tripper-upper.​
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