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Let’s go see the meteor shower! Man, when it happens, it's all over the news. It's one of
the few times astronomers make the front page. | mean, earth moves into this dust trail
of a comet that passes through, and this thing happens about every hundred and thirty
years. When that happened the last time, we went out at the prescribed time with our
trusted binoculars. My son got out his telescope. He found a place where he could get
away from as many lights as possible, because at that point we were living near a major
city. And others went too; apparently they had read the same stuff we had. And they
were in various chiropractic poses with their necks, bending back trying to see this
spectacular meteor shower. Everything was in readiness, and they said on the news that
there were some meteor fireworks that night. Of course, we didn’t see any. Oh yeah, just
about show time, the clouds decided to roll in.

I’m Ron Hutchcraft and | want to have A WORD WITH YOU today about “Clouds
Covering God.”

Our word for today from the Word of God comes from Joshua chapter 7. After the
incredible victory at Jericho, the Jews have lost in a smaller, far less challenging battle at
a city called Ai. They’d been told not to take any loot or plunder anything from the city of
Jericho or God would judge them. Well, they’ve just now lost at Ai. Joshua couldn’t
figure out what happened.

It says, “Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell face-down to the ground before the ark of
the Lord, remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same and sprinkled
dust on their heads.” “What’s happened, Lord? What went wrong?” “And Joshua said,
‘Ah, Sovereign Lord, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us
into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the
other side of the Jordan!” Oh, Joshua, you don’t know what the problem really is.

“The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? Israel has
sinned.”” See, God’s people had been experiencing God’s power; they’d been
experiencing victory; they’d been experiencing obvious closeness to the Lord, but
something was wrong, and Joshua was thinking of everything,

“Maybe it’s this. Maybe it’s that.” He’s complaining, “Why can’t we see Your brightness
any more, Lord?” Feels a little like that night we looked for the meteor fireworks. They
were there, but there was something between us; something keeping us from
experiencing it. We couldn’t see that.



Well, God says, “Joshua, get up! You're going down the wrong trail here. The problem is
that Israel has sinned.” Same Joshua, same Jehovah at Jericho, but God’s blessing has
been withheld because there is besetting sin. When it is dealt with aggressively later in
the chapter, the blessing of God returns. Maybe you have that feeling right now.
“Something’s wrong. It just doesn’t feel like it used to between God and me.” Maybe
you’re not feeling the power and the victory; the supernatural things you were seeing.
And like Joshua you’re wondering where the blame goes. While you’re trying to reason it
out, God is saying, “It’s sin. There’s a cloud that’s come between you and Me. You can’t
see Me. You don’t have a clear look at Me because of that sin.”

Think about it. Have you dealt with the thing that might be causing God to withhold His
blessing? Have you even asked Him about it? It could be a broken relationship, a
resentment that’s slipped in, the return of an old habit or an old way of thinking. Maybe
it’s a compromise you’ve been making. Or you’ve returned to self-managing things that
you had surrendered to Him. Or you’ve been shoving your mate or your family aside or
compromising your integrity. | don’t know what it is, but the Lord’s saying, “That’s the
reason. That’s where the clouds are. That’s why you can’t see Me.”

It’s the last place you like to look for an answer for what’s wrong. But could it be that sin
has crept into your camp? Could it be that the clouds of compromise have come
between you and the Lord, who once blazed so dramatically through your life? You see,
the Lord Jesus is still producing spiritual fireworks.

What He’s done before, He wants to do again. But those fireworks can only be seen by
those who don’t let sin block the view.
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